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CHAP. There were several in Trimumpara's Council who en-
^^^ deavoured to persuade him to deliver up the Portuguese
A.D. whom he had taken under his protection, in order to
1503. avoid the threatened war. To this, however, he abso-
lutely refused to listen, preferring to submit to all the-
anticipated evils of an invasion rather than to commit
such a breach of faith. Vicente Sodre arrived at
Cochin about that time with his fleet, and was strongly
urged by Diogo Fernandas Correa to remain there in
order to assist Trimumpara against the threatened invasion.
Vicente Sodre, however, urged that his orders were to
cruise near the Red Sea and intercept the Arabian ships
trading thence with India; and to all the arguments
Correa could urge on the subject Sodre turned a deaf ear
being influenced, it was believed, either by fear or by the
hope of acquiring a rich booty. He then sailed for the
Red Sea, and when off the coast of Cambay met with
five Arabian ships, laden with valuable cargoes, which he
plundered and burnt. Proceeding 011 his course li&
touched at the Curia Muria Islands, where he was well
received and treated by the inhabitants.

Vicente Sodre resolved to remain here to effect some
repairs to Pero de Ataide's ship, which was very leaky,
and, notwithstanding the warnings of the natives that
where he had cast anchor was both a dangerous and un-
suitable place for the purpose, owing to its exposure to
the high winds that prevailed at that time of the year, he
persisted in carrying out his original intentions. Three of
his captains endeavoured to persuade Sodre to listen to
the warnings of the natives; but, as he remained obstinate,
they removed their ships to another and more protected!
situation. As had been predicted, a sudden storm dicf
shortly afterwards arise, and both Sodre and his brothel
were lost, and the remainder of the fleet only escaped
with great difficulty.

On the death of Vicente Sodre the remaining captains
selected Alvaro de Ataide as their admiral, and it was